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l. lntroduction ond ldentity of Reporting Entity
This stotement is mode pursuont to the Modern Slovery Act ZOW (Ctn) (tne Act) for the reporting period Jonuory -
December ZOZ: (neporting Period). When the term "modern slovery" is used in this stotement, it hos the meoning

given to it in the Act.

This is our second Modern Slovery Stotement, mode jointly by the following entities:

. Sopphire Cottle Compony Pty Limited ACN 60O 38g 2BO (Sopnire Cqttle);

. Hewitt Agribusiness Pty ttd ACN 151 g2-7 BB7 (Hewitt Agribusiness); ond

. Arcodion Orgonic & Noturol Meot Co Pty Limited ACN l58 956 864 (Uewitt Foods).

Eoch of these componies ore o "Reporting Entity" os defined in the Act, belng Austrolion entities with consolidoted

revenue of over AU$lO0 million for the Reporting Period. In this Stotement, Sopphire Cottle, Hewitt Agribusiness ond

Hewitt Foods ore collectively referred to os'Hewitt','we','us' ond'our'.

Hewitt operotes o verticolly integroted supply choin ond ecosystem sponning livestock breeding ond fottening

through to bronded retoil-reody orgonic ond noturol meot products which ore sold to customers ocross the globe

As ot the dote of this submission, Hewitt olso holds o 70% interest in Western Ploins Pork Pty Ltd ACN 079 759 336 os

trustee for the Western Ploins Pork Trust, which operotes o pig forming business in Victorio. For clority, thot entity is

not o Reporting Entity os it does not meet the minjmum revenue threshold.

Since the publicotion of Hewitt's first Modern Slovery Stotement, we hove token steps to better understond the

potentiol risks of modern slovery ocross our operotions ond supply choin. We ore committed to toking oction

to limit the risk of modern slovery by working with our people, subsidiories, stokeholders, business portners ond

suppliers. This stotement detoils the steps we hove token during the Reporting Period to identify ond oddress the

risks of modern slovery which moy be present in ond oround our business

We believe thot there is more thot con be done to combot modern slovery. Being o globol supplier of high-cloims

protein, we ore well-positioned to continue promoting ethicol proctices ond reducing modern slovery risks in our

operotions ond supply choin, in portnership with our suppliers, members, business portners ond other stokeholclers.
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2. Structure, Operqtions cnd Supply Choin
ln Austrolio, Hewitt is o significont producer of orgonic livestock ond high-quolity certified orgonic ond free-ronge

meot products. We sell our bronded products throughout Austrolio ond overseos (e.g lopon). Our bulk orgonic

ond noturol meot products ore sold os o wholesole product to other producers in Austrolio, the USA ond Asio.

q. Our Structure
During 2023, Hewitt employed 230 stoff on overoge ocross the orgonisotion. These stoff worked on our vorious

postorol properties in Queenslond, New South Woles ond the Northern Territory, in our meot processing focility in

New South Woles, ond ot our commerciol offices in Brisbone ond Toowoombci.

ln2O23, Hewitt's compony structure wos mode up of severol operoting entities os set out below.

pleose note that os of the submission of this Stotement, Hewitt now owns or controls 'l00% of Hewitt Foods ond hcs

divested its interest in Western Ploins Pork Pty Ltd ond the Western Ploins Pork Unit Trust.

During the course of 2023, Sopphire Cottle ocquired interests in businesses in the United Stotes of Americo which

ore downstreom volue-odd, meot processing ond retoil distribution componies. These interests were held for less

thon 6 months in 2023 ond ore not Reporting Entities os they do not conduct business in Austrolio. Accordingly, we

mention them for completeness only.

b. Our Supply Chqin
Our supply choin begins with the "upstreom" port of our business operoted by Hewitt Agribusiness. This is where

Iivestock ore bred ond grown on our postorol properties. This process involves the purchcrse of goods ond services

such os feed, controct musterers, livestock cottle tronsport, ond forming plont ond equipment. The mojority of

these sr-rppliers ore Austrolion-bosed businesses. Some of this livestock ore then sold to third porty processors.

However, some of the livestock is sold into our own "downstreom" business which is run by Hewitt Foods.

Hewitt Foods hondles the monufocture, morketing ond sole of:
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. bronded retoil-reody meot products which ore sold through domestic retoil chonnels in Austrolio os well os in

export morkets; oncl

. bronded ond un-bronded orgonic meot products which ore sold to porties to be used os ingredients in their

own bronded products.

This monufocturing ond retoil side of our business involves the procurement of livestock, purchose of row

monufocturing rroteriols, finished good prodr:cts from 3rd porty monufocturers, processing plolrt ond equipment,

service controctors, pockoging moteriols, cold storcge focilities, freight cnd logistics, oncl our own professionol

ond odministrotive services. The moin row moteriols used in the monufocture of our products ore predominontly

Austroljon-mode or produced, oport from some secondory ingredients.
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3. Modern Slqvery Risks in Operotions ond Supply Choin

o. Risks in our Operotions
At Hewitt, we ocknowledge thot modern slovery risks con orise in both our own operotions ond our lorger

supply choin. Following the modern slovery risk ossessment of our operotions which wos undertoken for the

2022Reporting Period, we ossessed thot risk os low. We continue to believe this is the cose, os our operotions

ond employees ore bosed in Austrolio which is o country with on extremely low prevolence of modern slovery

occording to The Globol Slovery lndex 2023.

We continue to hove extensive oversight of our Austrolion operotions, ond we hove policies ond procedures in

ploce in our business to foster sofe Systems of work. We hove implemented systems ond processes to enSure

thoi our employees ore poid correctly ond thot their hours worked ore not excessive. We olso hove o number

of ovenues to ollow workers, their fomilies ond other stokeholders to roise concerns obout our proctices on on

ononymous bcrsis without penolty ond we communicote these ovenues to stoff on o regulcrr bosis.

As of Moy 2023, most of Hewitt's own postorol properties ore certified orgonic by the Regenerotive Orgonic Allionce

(nOC). ffre criterio for certificotion, omong other things, requires Hewitt to mointoin high stondords in relotion

to worker foirness, onimol welfore ond lond monogement, ond mondotes on onnuol independent third-porty

oudit process to volidote these processes. Mony of the key tenets ond requirements of the ROC certificotlon hove

cross-over with modern slovery requirements ond restrictions, for exomple the "Former clnd Workers Foirness"

pillor contoins o prohibition on forcecl lobour ond requirements for equol ond foir poy. Our certificotion with ROC is

onother reoson we believe the risk in our own operctions to be low.

ln oddition to ROC oudits, we ore olso undertoke other oudits such os Sedex Members Ethicol Trode Audits (SVffa)

to ensure thot our own operotions remoin ethicol ond sofe for our workers.
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b. Risks in our Supply Chqin

Within our supply choin, our own operotions cire two of the three lcirgest strppliers to our downstreom business (by

spend). As o result, we hove greoter oversight, vlsibility ond control over o significont port of our direct supply choin.

We ore olso in the process of ossisting mony of the livestock producers in our supply choin to become ROC-certified.

Our first third-porty livestock producer become ROC-certified in 2023 ond we expect mony more to join them in 2024

ond beyond. This gives us increosrng confidence in the proctices odopted by the producers who supply or-rr livestock.

ln preporing this Stotement, Hewitt identified <rpproximotely 1,400 suppliers in this Reporting Period. Our mojor

suppliers by spend (who ore not Austrolion livestock producers) ore primory processing plonts ond trucking ond

logistics componies. Mony of these entities hove pulclished their own modern slovery stotements ond we hove

reviewed these, together with ony publicly ovoiloble modern slovery policies to understond their opprooch to ond

ossessment of modern slovery risks in their supply choin. We will work with these suppliers in the coming yeors to

deepen our understonding of their supply choin ond the risks within it, including seeking modern slovery stotements.

The mojority of our sr-rppliers ore locoted in Austrolio ond operote within the ogriculturol ond meot processing

industries. Given Austrolio's clcrssificotion os o low-risk country under The Globol Slovery lndex 2O23,we expect the

greotest risk of modern slovery exists further "down the line", where the products used by our suppliers ore mode

or produced. Accordingly, colloborotion with our suppliers with this in mind will be required if we ore to ensure the

risk of modern slovery is minimised in our supply choin.

4. Assessing dnd Addressing Our Modern Slovery Risks

As per our first Modern Slovery Stcitement submitted with respect to the 2022 Reporting Periocl, o modern slovery

risk ossessment wos recently undertoken by Hewitt. Following thot onolysis, Hewitt hos implemented (or is in the

process of implementing) further strotegies ond procedures which seek to better ossess oncl oddress the risks of

modern slovery which moy be present in our operotions ond supply choins. The overoll crim of these strotegies

ond procedures is to remoin vigilont, through due diligence, of the risks of modern slovery ond remediote

instonces of suspected modern slovery should they orise.

These strotegies oncl procedures cire predominontly enshrined in Hewitt's Modern Slcvery Policy (the Policy). The

policy is provided to oll employees of Hewitt through its employee monogement system. The Policy:

. (Aworeness) cleorly explcrins moderrr slovery (os defined by the Act) to employees, os well os Hewitt's

commitment to iclentifying ond mitigoting its occurrence in our operotions ond supply choin;

. (procedures) exploins the procedures which Hewltt seeks to implement ot both on orgonisotionol ond

employee level to reduce the risk of modern slovery, including:

- working with the operotionol teoms to efficiently implement o supplier opprovol ond pre-screening,

- seeking to incorporote specific prohibitions on modern slovery proctices in Hewitt's controctuol documents

with suppliers, purchosers, Iondlords, tenonts ond other commerciol third porties;

- continuous educotion of Hewitt employees which hove oversight of supplier ogreements, supply choins ond

third-porty ogreements to ensure the oppropriote due diligence is corried out;

- investigotion cind ouditing os required (e.g. following o report of suspected modern slovery);

- corrying out remediol meosures on o cose-by-cose bcsis in the event of o breoch of the Policy by ony

errrployee (inclucling disciplinory oction if necessory);

- deoling with ony breoches of the Policy or other procedures by reloting to modern slovery by our suppliers or

other counterporties, with o view to remedioting the breoch or potentiolly terminoting Hewitt's orrongements

with thot porty;

incorporotion of modern slovery principles ond countermeosures in other internol Hewitt policies.

. (neporting) encouroges ernployees to report (ononymously if required) directly to the Generol Counsel or Group

CEO ony instonces or suspicions of modern slovery or breoches of the Policy in our operotions cnd supply choin.



We hove prepored o Modern Slovery Questionnoire which we intend to issue to our key suppliers in 2024. This

euestionnoire will provide our key suppliers with informotion on modern slovery ond the importonce of identifying

its ottendont risks, os well osk our suppliers to provide informotion on their own modern slovery systems. Questions

inclucle whether the suppliers hove o moclern slcivery policy, whot due diligence those suppliers undertoke,

ond o remediotion plon for ony known or suspectecl incidents. We hope to receive positive feeclbock from this

euestionnoire ond propose to corry out diligent follow-up of unexpected or suspicious responses.

We ore olso seeking to implement into opplicoble supply controcts o modern slovery clouse bosed on the

Attorney-Generol's model clouses. This clouse, ornong other things, requires suppliers to woiront thot conduct in

its supply choin does not constitute modern slovery, ond thot it will notify us if modern slovery is occurrtng.

As per our Stotement for the 2022 Reporting Period, Hewitt olso hos severol secondory policies ond procedures in

ploce to ossist in combotting modern slovery in its own operotions, including:

. cr Code of Conduct which sets out the principles by which Hewitt does business ond deols with its stokeholders.

our Code of Conduct requires employees, controctors ond directors to oct in on ethicol monner ond exemplify

Hewitt's high stcrndords of professionolism.

. Heolth & Sofety Systems which seek to educote ond protect our employees ond controctors, ond promote the

mentol ond physicol wellbeing of our workers.

. Recruitment Policies which seek to ensure thot foirness ond eqr-rolity is incorporoted into eocl-r step of our

recruitment process.

. Grievqnce & Whistleblower Plotforms, eoch of which provides stokeholders with multiple woys to roise concerns

with Hewitt either directly or through ononymous chonnels. These concerns ore received ond monoged through

our Governonce or People, Safety & Culture teoms, with independent externql support os required (in porticulor,

issues orrd feedbock roised through our Whistleblower plotform ore monoged by o third-porty low firm).

. Remunerdtion Processes which ensure employees ore poid ond thot the hours worked by employees

ore monitored.

. Governonce Structures thct promote ond educote on modern slovery practices, including o risk committee

oims to be well-versed in modern slovery risks.

5. Assessing Effectiveness ond The Woy Forwqrd

Hewitt recognises the importonce of continuous improvement by regulorly ossessing the effectiveness of

our octions token to oddress modern slovery risks. ln doing this, we oim to build more tronsporent oncl open

relotionships with our suppliers in order to mitigote the risk of modern slovery occurring in our operotions oncl

supply choin.

ln oddition to responding to cose-by-cose incidents which ore reported or identified vio our policies crnd

procedures, the requirement under the Act to produce on <rnnuol Modern Slovery Stotements provides Hewitt with

tlre opportunity to review ond ossess our performonce in this criticol oreo. While we hove confidence in our own

operotions in Austrolio given the degree of oversight we hove, we ocknowledge thot it is importont to remoin olive

to the risks of moclern slovery in oll oreos of our business.

We ore committed to continuously improving our processes to oddress the modern slovery risks in our operotions

ond supply choins oncl woys to mitigote them. Over the next reporting pertod, we intend to:

. continue to pursue ROC certificotion of eoch of our key producers, enoblirrg o third porty oudit process itr

relotion to former ond worker foirness;

. diligently pursue ony odverse or suspicious responses to our Modern Slovery Questionnoire;

. contlnuously revtew of our policies ond procedures to ensure they ore compliont with the Act;

. continue to work with our suppliers to inclurde in more oncl more controcts, oppropriote modern slovery clouses

ond protections (including providing troining to relevont teom members on the importonce of Modern Slovery

clouses in our controcts).
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6. StEtement Of Approvol
The sqme mqnogement teom oversees both businesses in Hewitt Agribusiness qnd Hewitt Foods. Accordingly,

consultotion with Hewitt Foods hos occurred os port of the process.

This stotement wqs qpproved by the Boord of Hewitt Agribusiness Pty Ltd.

Signed

Michqel Hewitt
Group Chief Executive Officer & Monoging Director
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