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MODERN SLAVERY STATEMENT 

PURPOSE AND COMMITMENT 
 
This statement reflects the actions of The Cotton On Group ('The Group') which is made up of 
COG Pty Ltd and its controlled entities. The Group takes a zero tolerance approach to any form 
of modern slavery including servitude, human trafficking and forced labour. We are committed 
to an ethical and transparent approach to business, ensuring effective systems and controls are 
in place to safeguard against any form of modern slavery within our business operations or our 
supply chain. 

This statement sets out the steps The Group takes to address the risks of modern slavery and 
human trafficking in our operations and supply chains. This is in accordance with the Modern 
Slavery Act 2015 in the United Kingdom, the Transparency in Supply Chains Act of 2010 in 
California, the Modern Slavery Act 2018 (Cth) in Australia nationally, and the Modern Slavery 
Act 2018 (NSW) in New South Wales. 

 
 
OUR BUSINESS 

 
Established in 1991, the privately owned Cotton On Group is one of Australia's largest fashion retailers. Our 
operations consist of over 1,500+ stores in 22 countries and a team of 18,000 people. Our support offices are 
located in Australia, New Zealand, Asia, Africa, Brazil, UK and the USA. 

 
Our operations include distribution centres across Australia, New Zealand, United States, South Africa, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and the United Kingdom. We also distribute products through third parties in Brazil and 
Thailand. We have joint venture partners located in the Middle East, Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

 
Over the last 30 years, the Group has grown to eight brands including Cotton On, Cotton On KIDS, Cotton On 
BODY, Rubi Shoes, Factorie, Typo, Supre, Ceres Life and its philanthropic arm, the Cotton On Foundation. The 
Group also owns and operates Southern Cross Shopfitting, employing people in retail store development and 
construction. 

 
Since day one, our purpose has been to make a positive difference in people's lives. It sounds simple but it's 
something we take really seriously and it's embedded firmly in our culture. As a global fashion business, we 
know we have a responsibility to do the right thing, and this responsibility includes ensuring our supply chain is 
both ethical and sustainable. 

 
We source our materials and products from many countries worldwide, with the majority of our suppliers 
located in China and Bangladesh. We're proud of the great working relationships we have with each of our 
suppliers and factories, and we continually work closely with them to ensure the environments in which our 
products are made are safe, fair, sustainable and responsible. 

 
 

RISKS IDENTIFIED 
 
The Group recognises that it sources from high-risk countries and operates in high-risk sectors. Through our 
audit program, corrective action plans and NGO engagement, we have been able to determine the high-risk 
areas of our supply chain and implement steps to mitigate risk in these areas. Modern slavery risks exist in our 
product manufacturers, suppliers of inputs such as materials and components and subcontracted 
manufacturing processes such as printing, dyeing and finishing. Specific countries of risk include China and 
Bangladesh where the majority of The Group's goods are manufactured. 

 
The Group has identified some specific product risks. One of these risks being the potential link to modern 
slavery through our supply chain because a high proportion of our products contain cotton. 
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This statement was approved by the Board of Directors for COG Pty Ltd in its capacity as principal governing body of the 
Cotton On Group on 23 December 2021. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
Peter Johnson  
Chief Executive Officer - Cotton On Group  
 
 


